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GRACIOUS 


DECLARATION. 


TAMES, R. 


r Condutt h.s bees ſuch in all times, as ought, to have per- 


; 


= /aded the world, that We are fa and conſtant to Our 


Reſolutions, yet that eafje. People may not be. abafet 18 the 
8 Malice.of Crafty Wicked Mes, We. think fit to Do 


SS SES 7 bc: Onr Intentions are not changed ſince the Fourth, of 
CONRSEOS April 1587. when We Iſſued.out Owr Declaration for Li- 
berty of 08{cience in the following Terms. | EY 0 


His Majeſties Gracious: Declaration to all |, 
His Loving Subjects for Liberty of Con- 
{cience. ; | ' ; 44> BT coy 

JAMES R +3 29G {tags 

WT having plcaſed Alipight God not only to bring Us to the Im- 

perizl Crown of the hd bane the greateſt Dilficul- 

- ties, but to preſerve Us by. a more than Ordinary Providence up- 

*. on the Throne of Our Royal Anceſtors; There is nothing now that 

We ſo earneſtly deſire, as to.Eitabliſh OurGovernmeant on ſuch a Foun 

dation as may make Our SubjeCts happy, and Unite them to.Us by In» 

clination as well as Duty ; Which We think«can bedone by.no Means 
fo efeQually, as by. granting to them the free Exerciſe of theirRali- 
£10n for the time-to come, and add that to the perke& Enjoyment 
of their Property, which has never been in any caſe Invaded by Us 
linge Our coming: to the Crown 4. Which being the: two things Men | 


falve,mof ſhall ever be preſerved 1n.;theſe Kingdoms, during-Our 


elgn overhem; as the trueft Methodsof their Peace and Our Glo- 
ry.> We cant: but, heartily wiſh, as.,.it will eaſily. be belieyed, 
That all the People gf Our Dominions were Members of the. Ca- 


tholick Church, yer" We humbly gag Almighty God, it. $224 
be | 2 | | | Attn 
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1Fot long time been Our conftant Senſe and* Opinion-( which 
upon diverle. Occaſions We. have Declared ) That Conſcience. ought 
not to be conſtrained, nor People forced an Matters of meer Re- 
I;gion : It” has ever been "directly*contrary"to Our Inclination, as 


We think it is to.the Intereſt of Government, which it deſtroys by 


Spoiling Trade, Depopulating Countries, and Diſcouraging Stran- 


'gers ; and finally, that it nevet obtainedfthe End#forfwhich it was 


employed : Andin ths Wearetht moreconfirm&byi 


e Reflections 


' We have made ion the Coridutt of the Four Yaft Reigns. For atter 
211 the frequent and Preſſing Endeavors that were uſed in- each of 


them, to reduce this Kingdom to an exaQt Conformity in Religion, 


, it is viſible the Succeſs has not anſwered the Defign, and that the Dit- 
- feulty is invincible. We therefore out of. Our Princely Care and 


Aﬀe@ion unto all our Loving SubjeQs,: that they may liveat Eaſe and 


- Quiet, and for the increaſe of Fradez” arid encouragement of Strg 
- have thought ht by virtue of. Our Royal Prerogative, to Iffte Fort 


ligion Eſtabliſhed, or tor or by reaſon of the-Exerciſe'© R ighon i 


- this Our Declaration of Indulgence ; making no doubt 'of- the Cons 
- 5. carrence-of Our Two Houſes of Parliament, when We ſhall think it 


convenient for them to Meet. nt 
Tn the firſt Place We do Declare, That We will Prote& and Maintain 


Flo tloeyer. * 
V Ve do likewiſe Declare, That it. is our Royal V Villant BE 


n Þ- 
Can 
& 


1 


* 


nd*to the end that by the Liberty hereby Granted, the Peace, and 


.of 


ens, 


wg: We do hereby#give Our, Free and Ample Pardon unto 
M 


And —_— the Freedom and Aſſurance We have hereby given in 
relation to Religion and Property, might be ſufficient to remove from 
the Minds of our Loving SubjeQs all Fears and Jealouſies in relation to 

either; yet We have thought fit further to Declare, That We will 

Maintain them in all their Properties and Pofſeſions, as well of 
:Chiurchrand Abby-Lands, as in,any other their Lands and Properties 
whatſoever. | | 


Given at Onr Court at Whitehall the Fourth day of April 1687. Ts 
the Third Tear of Our Reign. | 


AJ ? Ver fince We granted this Indulgence, We have made it Our principal 
Þ} , Care to ſee it preſerved without Diſtinit ion, as we are exconraged ts 
do daily by multitudes of Adareſſes and many other Aſſurances We receive from 
Our Subjetts of all Perſmaſions, as Teſtimonies of their Satisfaction and Duty ;; 
rhe Effetts of which We doubt not but the next Parliament will plately ſhew, 
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zor ſhould men be advanced by ſuch means to. Qffices and Mgpocaes, which 
ought to be the Reward of Services, Fidelity and. Merit. . We muſt conclude, 
That wot only good Chriftians will joyn. in this, but whoever as concerned for 
rhe encreaſe of the Wealth and * wk of the Nation. It would perhaps 
prejudice (ome . of our Neighbours who might; loſe part of thoſe waft 
Advantages they wow enjcy, if Liberty of Cootſerence were, Settled in 
theſe Kingdoms, which are above all others moſt capable of Improven:ents, 


x 


bath placed Us, being reſolved to call a Parliament that fball meet in No- 

yember xext, at furtheſt. UT EIS OED 
Given at -Our Court at Whitehad, the.Twenty. ſeventh day of 
April 1688. In the Fourth Year of Our, Reigne| './' | 


TE mere nn re errno 


Ar the Court ar Whuehall 
The Fourth of May, 1688. 


By the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, and. 
the Lords of His Majeſties moſt Honour= : 
- I? - able Privy-Co bee” ; FP, £ Ih wn p” - \ 4 
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T is this day Ordered by His. Majeſty in Council, 
That His Majeſties late Gracious Declaration 
bearing datt the Twenty Seventh of April laſt, be read 
at the uſual time of Drone Service upon the Twentieth 
ana Twenty Seventh of this Month, in all Charches and 
Chappels within the Cities of London and Weſt 

miniſter, and Ten Males thereabout : ' And upon the - 
Third and Tenth of June next in all other Churches 

and Chappels throughout this Kingdom. And 1t 1s 

hereby Getter Ordered, That the Kight Reverend the 
Biſbops cauſe the ſaid Declaration to be ſent and di 
tributed throughout their ſeveral and re(pettive Dio= 
ceſſes, to be read accordungh, 


W= Bridgeman. 


